The pericardium and pleura were also, to a slight extent, incorporated in the tumour, and it had penetrated to some extent into the lung.
Dr. Gairdner showed parasitic insects from hens, found on the human body. They belonged to the tribe of Acari.
Dr. Macewan showed specimens of decalcified drainage-tubes, and explained their preparation and a method of hardening them. He took chicken bones and soaked them in hydrochloric acid for three or four days; the ends were then removed, and they were again placed in the acid. After a few days they became quite supple, and were transferred to a carbolic acid solution, ready for use. He had also tried chromic acid, but it proved a less expeditious method of preparation. The tubes so prepared are less irritating than the India-rubber tubes.
Dr. Fovdis remarked that the bones are simply dissolved in a passive manner in the wound, and not by any process of active absorption.
